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A^^st unemploymen
6-year high

By CARRIE SCHAFER
1cra;dstaHwrfler

Nonfarm employment continued to
1 rop last month, i n tlating lhc 77i-City
obless rate to its highest level for
lugustsince19t19.
Overall, the Tri-City unemployment

-ato in August was 7.4 percent, com-
)arcd with 5 pcrcent a year ago. In
989, the rate for the month was 8.5
-crcent.
Statewide,the unemployment rate

it Auguststood unchangcd sincmluly
15.7 percent, compared with 5.4 per-
ent a year ago, thestato Employ-
tenl. Security Department said Tues-
ay.
In the Tri-Citics, there were 4,700
:wor workers last month than in

August 1994, a 5.5 percent drop from
the 75,000 workers in the same period
lastyear.
Farm employmentdropped by 900

from duly to August for a total of
10,500 workers. A year ago,11,900 peo-
ple had jobs on the farm, the depatt-
mentsaid.

The marked dip in employment
contrasts sharply with the'IYi-Cityjob
sectorayearago.

In 1994, the Tri-Clties was in an
enviable position, said Dean Scttau.
regional economist for the depart-
ment An economic boom brought
about bya work force at Hanford that
totaled 18,131 pushed the Tri-C.itics
jobless rate far below the state aver-
age.
"A year ago, we were leading the

TRI-CITY AREA JOBS

_ J Aug. '94 J uly ' 95 Aug. '95
e/e char
over yl

Nonfarm ^ 75,000 71,200 70,900 -5.

Hanford 18,131 ^ 14,548 14,455 -20.

Agriculture 11,900 11,400 ^ 10,500 -11.
SOURCE-• Employment Security Department

state in employment and economic
growth," Schau said. "Today, we're
secinga downward lrend:"

It's no secret layoffs at Hanford
have brought about most of that
decline.

eliminated overthe pastyear.
About 90 percent of the nonfarm

job losses have occurred in Benton
County. Schau said.
Bcnton County's unemployment

ratejumped to 7.1 percent in August,
compared with 4.6 percent a year aKn.
Franklin County reported a jobless
rato of 7.4 percent, up from 6.3 per-
cent last August.

Fewer home starts last month
brouaht ahmrt a loss of 500 jobs in
contract construction compared with
August 1994. l iowevcr, lhe wholesa lc
and retail trade sector hi red an arld i-
tinnal 3(J0 wn rkcrs and l tltl jobs wcre
added in the transporlat.ion and pub-
lic utilitycategory.

"Excluding housing cnnstruction.
secondary sectorsofthelocaleconn-

my appear to be holding their own.
and in some cases have addcrl job
totaIc sincc a yoar al;o;' Schau said.

Othcr uncmploymenl. ratcs rcpnrt-

od fnrlhc slalc arr. Scattle-Bcllcvuc-
T•:vcrctL mctro area, 4.9 percent:
Bcllingharn. 6.3: liremorton, 5.9;
Olympia, 5.7; Spokanc. 4.8; Tac-nma.
5.6: and Yakima. 10.5.

Also. Atlams. 7.1 porcctd: AsMiu.
4.(i: Chcl an-1)nttlaas, !l,T. CI a l ln m.7.4:
Clark.4.2; Cnhrmbia. (i.7:
Ferry. 9.6: Garfield. 2.6: Grant. 7.5:

Grays llarhor, 9.7:.Icffersnn.6: Kitl i-
tas, 7: Klickital. !I.it; Lewis. 7.4: I,in-
coln. 4.4: Mason. 7: Okanognn. 9.1:
Pacific. 9.1: 1'e11d nroillc. 12.1: San
.luan. 3.6: Skamania. 7.7: Skat;it. 7.1:
Stevens. 7.3: \4ahkiakum. 5-5: Wal la
Walla.4.5:and Whittnan.2.2.

Heraldl:

Hanford's work force has drop;
from 18,J31 in August 1994 to 14.
last month, it 20.2 percent decre:
Hence, the largest loss in nonfa,
emplnyment occurred i n t he servi
ca tegmy, where 3.600 jobs have br
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